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7% Club Notes:

What does a quilter do when the quilter isn’t allowed
to use their sewing machine (‘cause their arm is in a
sling?) Handwork, of course! At the end of Febru-
ary, I tripped over my briefcase (which I had foolish-
ly set down at the top of the stairs). I grabbed the
newel post with my left hand, and my momentum
carried me forward fast enough and with enough
force to dislocate my shoulder and fracture the gle-
noid bone. So, my sister came over to help me get
caught up with my longarm quilting and before she
went back home, she cut my black squares for me.
My husband dragged my tub of wool into the family
room where I proceed to select the wool fabrics for
each umbrella. I traced out all the parts (times 42)
for each umbrella block onto fusible and then over
the past two months, hand stitched them all down. 1
no longer have my arm in a sling and am fortunate
that the physical therapy is making a real difference
in the strength of that arm.

I feel very blessed that my family and friends all
pitched in to help me keep from drowning in the lon-
garm quilting world, as well as putting up with my
cranky moods. Apparently, I’m hard to get along
with when I have to ask somebody to help me ac-
complish my tasks! Alan loaded and basted quilts
for me and then unloaded them when they were
done. My sister hauled home a couple of customer
quilts for me and fixed them so they were quiltable,
and Kim took apart another quilt and fixed it so it
was quiltable.

It could have been so much worse! I’'m glad to say
that I can now use my sewing machine again, just in
time for a quilt retreat!

In other news, Kim’s youngest daughter, Chloe, is getting married at the end of June. Kim is pretty busy helping Chloe make all
of those wedding decisions. Details, details, details. And my youngest graduates from high school next month. Already has the
dormitory move-in date marked on the kitchen calendar. Alan and I are soon to be empty-nesters. We have a list of things we’re
planning to do when it’s just the three of us (Alan, Janet, and Harvey the schnauzer).

Enjoy the patterns! Kim and Janet

The Agate May 2018 Archive contains 130 patterns, "
including 62 panos, a retail value of $1610.00. .
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Longarm Tip of the Month

Tip #1:

Repeat after me:

“l am not obligated to accept and quilt every quilt which is
brought into my quilt studio. If | truly think | cannot make it look

good, it is in my best interests to turn it away.”

Tip #2:

Quilt customers who are heavy smokers bring quilts which are basically polluted with smoke. When I get one of those quilts in, I put it
in a sealed tub with large box of baking soda (open). After a week, I take it out and sometimes need to put in a fresh box of baking soda.
This process adds to my turnaround time, and I explain to the customer that I must eliminate the smoke smell prior to loading the quilt on
my canvas leaders so that the smoke from their quilt does not then get onto the quilt of a non-smoker. Although there is potential for
embarrassing the customer with this information, better that than get a reputation for having quilts returned to customers smelling of
smoke (when they didn’t arrive that way).

Legal Stuff:

We are delighted to have you publish images of the Sweet Dreams Quilt Studio pat-
terns you have on your websites, blogspots, or even Pinterest to advertise the pat-
tern selection you have from which your customers can choose. We require that
those images are accompanied by our copyright information. If you already have im-
ages of our patterns published, please add the below copyright information to them.

© Kim Diamond, Sweet Dreams Quilt Studio 2018




Courtyard Tile Quilt
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At Midnight Block 001
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Multi Sized Panos...
What’s up with those, anyway?

Kim has developed an ongoing series of multi-sized panos. Almost every week, one of my
longarm quilt business customer chooses a very simple and linear e2e pattern for me to
quilt on their quilt. They are easy to set up, quilt out pretty fast, but only quilt about 3 or 4
inches across the quilt in one pass. That means that | have to hover over the quilt, not get-
ting more than 5 feet away from the machine because it's going to require me to reset at
the end of each pass very quickly. Now, | know that with my Statler software, | can build a
couple of rows, change the sew order and connect them at the ends of the passes. That
takes a lot of time. So, Kim is making “belly bar” worth of passes for a number of different
e2e designs. (These are also really easy to audition on your Quilter’s LightBox software.)

Measure your quilt as it is loaded on the machine. Choose the multi size pattern closest in
width to your quilt width.  With Statler software | can still use E2E Mode and place two
pins. It doesn’t matter that the start and end of the belly bar are not on the same horizontal
setting. You need to look carefully at your set up to make sure that you only have one re-
peat showing. If you have more than one repeat showing, you can either manually change
it back to one repeat and adjust the pattern sizing, or if you try that and don’t like the way it
looks, select the next multi size pattern up in width.

For those quilters who have machines with shorter throats, Kim is working on some ex-
tended pattern versions suitable for those machines. If you have particular patterns for
which you’d like to have an extended version, send us an email and we’ll add your request
to the list!

Shrinkage with the Multi Sized Panos

When using any intensely detailed quilting pattern, what is one of the biggest sources of
frustration (aside from running out of bobbin before the end of the row)? Shrinkage,
right? You are likely to run into shrinkage issues when using the larger sizes of Kim’s
Multi Sized Panos, too. You may already know how to minimize shrinkage, but if not,
here are a few tips:

1) Use low loft batting.

2) Keep good tension on the quilt sandwich.

3) Use the largest stitch per inch setting you can, without sacrificing aesthetics.

4) Keep your tension set as loose a possible, without sacrificing stitch quality.

And, to adjust for shrinkage, be prepared to measure for shrinkage, and adjust the place-
ment of future rows to accommodate that shrinkage.




Extended Panos

Fifth Element Pano 001




Police Badge Pano 004
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Scroll Pano 005

D)
D)

¥

an
)

3 ¢
U

m
)
D)
3 ¢

OU
¢

Bm

3 ¢
OU

3 ¢

‘P. S -
TAoN oS
DIING®
(€ (C (C
)R NER(T
EL N LNy
DN
a

nomnmn

m@m
&
Sl

I I
©Ors .n

TN
O

oG
.um-

m..m~m

RE e



Seaweed Pano 001
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It is worth mentioning that not every longarm machine “likes”
extended panos. | run two Statlers, and one of them has no
difficulty at all running from right to left, while the other one
doesn’t behave well at all traveling from right to left.



Violet Craft—Wolf
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Combined Christmas

Patterns
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New Border & Corners
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uilter’s Box
Illuminate Your Vision

Created by Sweet Dreams Quilt Studio,
Quilter’s LightBox. software was designed to easily:

Import photos of your quilt and/or quilt blocks.

Import photos of quilt block pattern pictures.

Preview quilting patterns superimposed over the quilt photos.

Enlarge, reduce, copy, rotate, increase or decrease line widths, and adjust thread colors.

Print pictures of the quilt/block with the patterns, and a list of the quilting pattern pictures used.
Create a .zip file with all of the pictures for ease in emailing to quilt customers.

Freehand feature, for those times when you want to doodle on your own!

And now you can fade out the quilt image behind your pattern layout to better view the pat-
terns.

The software includes over 9000 quilting pattern pictures and free monthly updates for quilting pat-
tern pictures. The software is available for purchase online with immediate download, and also
comes with a backup version on the DVD, along with the library of pattern pictures, delivered via
USPS Priority Mail. DVD is shipped within 1 business day of order date. Don’t forget to down-
load your free pattern pictures updates!!

Now available at no cost to you. Log into
your profile on the Sweet Dreams Quilt Stu-

dio website and download the software. If

you want the DVD (which contains the soft-
ware AND the 1st 9000 Sweet Dreams Quilt
Studio images) there is a small shipping fee.

Sweet Dreams Quilt Studio Archives Page: 16



Favoriie Longarin Supplies Uendors:

:\We've had many questions from new longarm quilters
about the best places to buy their supplies. So, we
“thought we’d provide a list of our favorite vendors. This is not an
exclusive list....you may already have other vendors who take care
of your longarm supply needs...and we’re not trying to convert any-
body.

Superior Thread: | buy King Tut Thread in the 2000 yard cones, although they have poly thread as
well. They sell wholesale only, so you'll need your sales tax certificate to set up an account. They
have an amazing selection of thread. They have fabulous customer service and an easy online ac-
count set up process. They also ship internationally! http://www.superiorthreads.com

Checker Distributing: Wholesale Only.....I have rarely looked in vain for anything quilt related on
their site. Shopping for supplies can be addicting! Shipping is charged on large items, but not on
items such as pins, needles, thread, books, scissors, or most other notions. They do charge ship-
ping on bolts of fabric, luggage, cutting mats, Ott Lights, etc. (They now carry Quilter’s Dream Bat-
ting.....but only to customers outside of the United States.) http://www.checkerdist.com

SouthStar Supply Company: They have scissors, snips & holsters, bobbins, pattern making sup-
plies, rotary cutters, mats, knives, sharpeners, notions, needles, pins, ergonomics, safety, & han-
dling supplies, steamers, machine oil, spot lifters, silicone.....and they are very nice people to work
with.

http://www.southstarsupply.com

Quilter’s Dream Batting: | have pretty much stopped purchasing rolls of batting. | find it easier to
maintain an accurate inventory of batting, and it stores well. Unlike some packaged batting, | don’t
find that the QD batting is distorted, and so it doesn’t require a trip through my dryer before | can use
it. Some of my best friends who also have longarm quilting businesses stock packaged batting as
well as batting on a roll. We agree that these people are easy to work with! http://
www.quiltersdreambatting.com

Virginia Longarm: | buy the dress bag and the 3-sided zipper totes to deliver my quilts to custom-

er. They bring their next quilt to me in their bag. When | arrive at our guild meetings, laden with my
purple bags, people say it looks like Christmas. Their quilts stay clean and it adds a little extra class
and professionalism to my business.

http://www.virginialongarm.com or call 804-708-0741.

Wingspan Crafts: These are the people at MQX East who have the pre-shunk cotton batting
(Katahdin) and the lovely 80/20 (Acadia). They were very nice to work with.
http://www.wingspancrafts.com

Winline Textiles: These people were at MQS in Wichita. Their batting also feels very nice, has
great consistency. They sent me home with two sample batts (a crib size and a twin size). | have
used both sample batts and was very, very pleased. Visit them at: http://www.winlinetextiles.com
Wholesale prices available!
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Pattern: anchor pano sq
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: angela pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: archeology pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: baby stars pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: barnyard babes 003
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: christmas lantern pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: circles and swirls pano 002
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: cloud pano 006
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: daisy chain pano 003
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: deisel train pano 001 alt
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: emma 2018 pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: feathery curl pano 001 short
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: fifth element pano 001 large
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: fifth element pano 001 med
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: fifth element pano 001 small
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: fifth element pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: fifth element pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: go hogs pano 002
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: haida pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: keller shamrock pano
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: kite pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: leona heart pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: mathew truck pano
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: mustache bowler pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: nw pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: old truck pano 002
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: police badge pano 004 large
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: police badge pano 004 med
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: police badge pano 004 small
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: police badge pano 004
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: police badge pano 004
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: princess mazzy pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: razorback pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: retro chair pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: retro tulip clamshell
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: scroll pano 005 large
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: scroll pano 005 med
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: scroll pano 005 small
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: scroll pano 005 xlarge
Archive: Agate May 2018

e e e
S GO GOy
ECYECY= o NEHCOEECY:
HEPHERM MG

Pattern: scroll pano 005 xsmall
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: seaweed pano 001 large
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: seaweed pano 001 med
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: seaweed pano 001 small
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: seaweed pano 001 xlarge
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: seaweed pano 001 xsmall

Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: shooting star pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: sloth pano 002
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: square meander 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: square meander 002
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: swirl flower pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: swirly heart pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: tara cat pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: tina pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: travel suitcase pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: tumbling block pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: unicorn pony pano 002
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: violets pano 001
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: wavey lines w bubb pano
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: wavey lines w bubb pano
Archive: Agate May 2018

Pattern: wavey lines w bubb pano
Archive: Agate May 2018
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Pattern: wavey lines w bubb pano Pattern: wavey lines w bubb pano
Archive: Agate May 2018 Archive: Agate May 2018
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